Journal of Environmental Impact and Management Policy

ISSN: 2799-113X

Vol : 02, No. 02, Feb-Mar 2022

http://journal.nmjournals.com/index.php/JEIMP JEIMP
DOI: https://doi.org/10.55529/jeimp.22.42.46

Integrating Environmental Education in the
National Education Policy of India: A Path to
Sustainable Citizenship

S. Ramesh”

“Assistant Professor of Commerce SR & BGNR Government Arts & Science College (A)
Khammam Telangana, India.

Corresponding Email: “srameshmed@gmail.com
Received: 27 November 2022  Accepted: 18 February 2022  Published: 23 March 2022

Abstract: This article explores the significance of incorporating environmental education
into the National Education Policy (NEP) of India. It delves into the principles of the NEP
and emphasizes the role of environmental education in fostering holistic development,
multidisciplinary approaches, and sustainable citizenship. The article examines the
historical context, identifies bottlenecks in the current education system, and highlights the
need for a comprehensive approach to address environmental issues. By analyzing these
aspects, the article advocates for the integration of environmental education to prepare
students for responsible and informed citizenship in the face of global environmental
challenges.

Keywords: Environmental Education, Multidisciplinary Approach, Skill Development,
Global Awareness, Conservation, Biodiversity.

1. INTRODUCTION

The National Education Policy (NEP) of India, introduced in 2020, stands as a transformative
framework that envisions the future of education in the country. Rooted in a vision for
holistic development, the NEP seeks to go beyond traditional educational paradigms and
embrace a multidimensional approach. It is within this context that the significance of
environmental education becomes paramount. As the NEP charts a course towards a more
inclusive and progressive educational system, the integration of environmental education
emerges as a strategic imperative. The NEP's overarching principles revolve around fostering
well-rounded individuals equipped with the skills and knowledge necessary for the
challenges of the 21st century. It emphasizes a departure from rote learning towards a holistic
development model that encompasses cognitive, social, emotional, and ethical dimensions.
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This shift reflects an acknowledgment that education must extend beyond the confines of
textbooks, embracing a more comprehensive understanding of the world and the challenges it
faces. In light of these principles, environmental education emerges as a linchpin in achieving
the NEP's objectives. Environmental education is not merely an isolated subject but a catalyst
for instilling a broader worldview. It serves as a medium through which students can grasp
the interconnectedness of ecological systems, human societies, and sustainable development.
By recognizing the importance of environmental literacy, the NEP positions itself as a
visionary framework that understands education’s role in shaping responsible and informed
citizens. The need for a comprehensive and interconnected educational approach to address
environmental challenges becomes evident in the face of pressing global issues such as
climate change, biodiversity loss, and resource depletion. The NEP, by acknowledging this
need, underscores the urgency of equipping the younger generation with the tools to
comprehend and navigate these complex issues. Environmental education, woven into the
fabric of the NEP, thus becomes a means to cultivate a mindset that goes beyond academic
knowledge, fostering a sense of environmental responsibility and stewardship. In essence, the
introduction serves as a gateway to understanding the symbiotic relationship between the
NEP and environmental education. It sets the tone for an exploration of how the integration
of environmental principles into the educational system aligns seamlessly with the broader
objectives of the NEP, envisioning a future where education becomes a powerful force for
sustainable and responsible citizenship.

History:

Tracing the Evolution of Environmental Education in India: The historical context of
environmental education in India is a tapestry woven with threads of evolving perspectives,
policy shifts, and societal attitudes towards the environment. This section aims to unravel this
narrative, providing insight into the journey of environmental education within the broader
landscape of the country's educational system.

Early Initiatives: Environmental education in India can trace its roots back to the mid-20th
century when early initiatives were launched in response to growing concerns about
environmental degradation. Recognizing the need to instill a sense of environmental
consciousness, these initiatives often took the form of grassroots efforts, community-driven
projects, and localized campaigns. The focus, at this stage, was on building awareness rather
than formal integration into the mainstream education system.

Policy Changes and Milestones: The 1970s marked a pivotal era for environmental
education in India. The Stockholm Conference on the Human Environment in 1972 catalyzed
a global environmental awakening, prompting India to reassess its approach. Subsequently,
the National Policy on Education in 1986 acknowledged the significance of environmental
education and emphasized its integration into the curriculum. This policy laid the foundation
for formalizing environmental education within the national education framework. In 2004,
the Supreme Court of India issued a directive mandating environmental education in all
schools. This directive aimed to address the pressing environmental challenges facing the
nation and underscored the role of education in shaping responsible environmental stewards.
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The subsequent years witnessed the development of curricular frameworks, educational
materials, and teacher training programs focused on integrating environmental education.

Societal Attitudes and Paradigm Shifts: Societal attitudes towards environmental issues
have undergone significant shifts over the years. From viewing the environment as a resource
to be exploited, there has been a gradual awakening to the interconnectedness of human
activities and ecological well-being. This shift in mindset has been mirrored in educational
discourse, with an increasing recognition of the need for a more comprehensive
understanding of environmental issues.

Current State and Challenges: Despite strides in recognizing the importance of
environmental education, challenges persist. Implementation has been uneven, with
variations in the depth and scope of environmental education across different states and
educational institutions. Resource constraints, curriculum gaps, and the need for specialized
teacher training remain bottlenecks in realizing the full potential of environmental education.

Bottlenecks in the Current System:

Overcoming Challenges in Integrating Environmental Education: Despite the recognized
importance of environmental education, its seamless integration into the existing educational
system in India faces several bottlenecks. This section delves into the key challenges
hindering the effective implementation of environmental education, shedding light on
curriculum gaps, resource constraints, and the imperative for teacher training.

Curriculum Gaps: One significant bottleneck lies in the existing curriculum gaps related to
environmental education. The curriculum often treats environmental studies as a standalone
subject, rather than integrating it across various disciplines. This compartmentalized approach
limits students' ability to understand the interconnected nature of environmental issues and
hampers the development of a holistic perspective. Bridging these gaps requires a
reevaluation and restructuring of the curriculum to ensure a seamless infusion of
environmental principles into diverse subjects.

Resource Constraints: Resource constraints pose another formidable challenge in the
integration of environmental education. Many educational institutions lack the necessary
materials, tools, and infrastructure to effectively impart environmental education. Practical,
hands-on learning experiences, which are crucial for understanding environmental concepts,
often suffer due to inadequate resources. Addressing resource constraints requires a
commitment to investment in educational materials, outdoor facilities, and technology that
can enhance the quality of environmental education delivery.

Teacher Training and Capacity Building: The success of environmental education hinges
on the competence of educators. However, a significant bottleneck lies in the insufficient
training and capacity building of teachers in integrating environmental principles into their
teaching methodologies. Many educators may lack the expertise and resources to effectively
communicate complex environmental concepts. Comprehensive teacher training programs
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that cover both content and pedagogical methods are essential for ensuring that educators are
well-equipped to deliver impactful environmental education.

Lack of Interdisciplinary Approach: The current educational system often operates within
disciplinary silos, limiting the interdisciplinary approach crucial for effective environmental
education. Overcoming this bottleneck requires a paradigm shift towards collaborative efforts
among different departments and subjects. Encouraging cross-disciplinary collaboration can
enrich the learning experience, enabling students to appreciate the multifaceted dimensions of
environmental issues.

Assessment Challenges: The assessment of environmental education poses unique
challenges. Traditional examination methods may not adequately measure the nuanced
understanding and practical skills acquired through environmental education. Developing
innovative and inclusive assessment methods, such as project-based evaluations and real-
world applications, can overcome this bottleneck and ensure that the assessment aligns with
the holistic objectives of environmental education.

Policy Implementation Discrepancies: While policies advocating for environmental
education exist, the effective implementation at the ground level remains inconsistent.
Variations in the interpretation and execution of policies across different states and
educational institutions contribute to a lack of uniformity in the delivery of environmental
education. Streamlining policy implementation and ensuring uniform standards can address
this bottleneck. Identifying and addressing these bottlenecks is crucial for realizing the full
potential of environmental education within the existing educational system. A concerted
effort towards curriculum reform, resource allocation, teacher training, interdisciplinary
collaboration, innovative assessment methods, and consistent policy implementation can
collectively surmount these challenges, paving the way for a more robust and integrated
environmental education framework in India.

2. CONCLUSION

The article summarizes key findings, emphasizing the critical role of environmental
education in achieving the goals outlined in the National Education Policy. It calls for a
concerted effort to overcome bottlenecks and integrate environmental education into the
curriculum to prepare students for the challenges of the 21st century. The conclusion
reinforces the idea that fostering sustainable citizenship through environmental education is
not only a necessity but also a strategic imperative for the future well-being of both
individuals and the planet.
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