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Abstract: This study investigates the multifaceted challenges impeding English language
acquisition in Jammu and Kashmir, highlighting the interplay of socio-economic
conditions, political instability, and deficiencies in educational infrastructure. This detailed
classroom observations and teacher interviews; this research elucidates the primary
obstacles to effective English language learning in the state. A central focus of the study is
the tension between teachers’ beliefs in allowing students the time and freedom to express
themselves in English and their preference for rapid progression and precise language use.
This tension is exacerbated by the region’s complex multilingual environment, which
includes languages such as Kashmiri, Dogri, Urdu, and Punjabi. Each of these languages
introduces distinct linguistic structures and phonetic systems, complicating the English
language learning process. Research reveals that many schools in Jammu and Kashmir
are plagued by inadequate resources, including outdated textbooks and insufficient
teaching aids. A significant issue is the presence of poorly trained teachers who lack the
specialized skills necessary for effective English language instruction. The predominance
of Urdu as the medium of instruction in many schools further restricts students’ exposure
to English, hindering their language acquisition. The study also critiques the lack of focus
and structure within the existing language arts curriculum. The curriculum offers
insufficient guidance for teaching fundamental English-language skills and employs
ineffective techniques for vocabulary development. These deficiencies contribute to the
broader issue of ineffective language acquisition. Moreover, the paper explores how rigid
curricula and assessment methods that prioritize rote learning over practical language use
contribute to the difficulties faced by students. These traditional approaches undermine the
development of essential language skills and limit the effectiveness of English language
education in the region. The study underscores the urgent need for curriculum reform and
enhanced teacher training to address these challenges and improve English language
acquisition outcomes in Jammu and Kashmir.

Keywords: Bilingualism, Linguistic Diversity, Phonetics, Acquisition, Curriculum,
Competence.
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1. INTRODUCTION

English language acquisition is increasingly recognized as essential for global
communication, higher education, and better job prospects. However, mastering English can
be particularly challenging in regions like Jammu and Kashmir, which are marked by
complex socio-cultural and political contexts. This region’s multilingual nature—
encompassing Kashmiri, Dogri, Urdu, and Punjabi—creates significant obstacles for learning
English due to the marked differences in phonetic and grammatical structures. Kashmiri and
Dogri, for instance, have unique phonetic systems and grammatical rules that can interfere
with learning English. These differences often lead to confusion as students attempt to
reconcile diverse linguistic frameworks. The Region’s educational infrastructure, especially
in rural areas, is often underdeveloped. Many schools lack essential resources like updated
textbooks and technological tools, hindering effective English instruction. According to
Copald, Garton, and Burns in their study “Teaching English to Young Learners: Global
Perspectives and Local Realities,” “these challenges are both global and specific to the
region, reflecting widespread and localized issues in English education” (Copald, Garton, and
Burns, 2014: 739).

Socio-economic factors, such as widespread poverty and the impact of ongoing conflict,
further limit access to quality education. Political instability leads to frequent disruptions in
schooling, exacerbating learning difficulties. For example, schools in conflict zones often
face closures due to security concerns, affecting students’ educational progress. Cultural and
psychological barriers also hinder English acquisition. Resistance to English, due to its
colonial past, and a lack of perceived benefits can negatively affect students’ motivation.
Many students in remote areas are deprived of basic educational tools like books and internet
access, further compounding their difficulties. The rigid educational curricula and assessment
methods in the region contribute to ineffective language learning. Emphasizing rote
memorization over practical language skills undermines students’ ability to use English
effectively in real-world contexts. Rachel A. Grant and Shelley D. Wong stress “the
importance of understanding the complex conditions affecting how schools educate
linguistically diverse learners” (Grant and Wong, 2003: 387).

This paper aims to identify strategies to overcome these barriers and improve English
education in Jammu and Kashmir. A multifaceted approach is required, including enhancing
educational infrastructure, providing targeted teacher training, and revising curricula to focus
on practical language skills. Increasing access to learning materials and addressing socio-
cultural attitudes towards English are also crucial for improving language acquisition.
Understanding and addressing these challenges is essential for developing effective strategies
to enable students to benefit from English proficiency.

2. RELATED WORKS

The related works on English language acquisition, especially in diverse and challenging
contexts, sheds light on the complex difficulties faced by learners and educators. This review
synthesizes key findings from several significant works, emphasizing their contributions to
understanding language acquisition issues in Jammu and Kashmir.
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A. A. Kak’s “Unpublished Doctoral Thesis on Language Maintenance and Shift” investigates
how multilingual communities manage language maintenance and shift, focusing on language
preservation and displacement. This research is essential for understanding the linguistic
environment in Jammu and Kashmir.

J. Fyler, “Language Barriers” Fyler’s article, published in Studies in Philology, examines
barriers to effective language learning and communication, including phonetic and
grammatical differences. The insights offered are relevant for understanding the challenges
faced by students in Jammu and Kashmir, where local languages’ disparities with English
create significant learning obstacles.

S. Krashen, Second Language Acquisition and Second Language Learning Krashen’s seminal
work offers a theoretical framework for second language acquisition, including the Input
Hypothesis and the Affective Filter Hypothesis. These theories are particularly useful for
understanding the challenges faced by English learners in Jammu and Kashmir.

F. Mujtaba, “Empowering the Future” Mujtaba’s article in Greater Kashmir addresses
educational and socio-economic issues affecting language learning in Jammu and Kashmir. It
highlights how socio-economic disparities and political instability impact access to education
and resources, crucial for understanding the broader context of English language acquisition.
R. A. Grant and S. D. Wong, “Barriers to Literacy for Language-Minority Learners” Grant
and Wong’s study, published in Journal of Adolescent & Adult Literacy, explores literacy
barriers faced by language-minority learners and advocates for improved educational
practices. Their findings on inadequate instructional methods and resources are pertinent for
analyzing barriers to English acquisition in Jammu and Kashmir.

V. Ramanathan, “English Is Here to Stay: A Critical Look at Institutional and Educational
Practices in India” critically examines the role of English in India’s educational system,
discussing institutional and pedagogical challenges. This work provides context on how
English is integrated into curricula and the associated implementation difficulties.

These works provide valuable theoretical frameworks, empirical insights, and practical
recommendations for improving English language education in Jammu and Kashmir.

3. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

This methodology combines qualitative and quantitative research methods to provide a
comprehensive understanding of the obstacles to effective English language learning in this
context. Research Follows:

1. Research Design

This study adopts a mixed-methods research design, integrating both qualitative and
quantitative approaches to achieve a holistic analysis of the challenges in English language
acquisition. The mixed-methods approach allows for a rich, in-depth exploration of the
issues.

2. Data Collection
Qualitative Data Collection:
Classroom Observations:
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Purpose: To observe and document the teaching practices, student engagement, and
classroom interactions related to English language instruction.

Method: Structured and semi-structured observations will be conducted in various schools
across urban and rural areas of Jammu and Kashmir. Observers will use a standardized
checklist to record observations on instructional methods, resource usage and classroom
dynamics.

Interviews with Educators:

Purpose: To gain insights into teachers’ perspectives on the challenges and obstacles to
English language acquisition.

Method: Semi-structured interviews will be conducted with English language teachers. The
interviews will focus on topics such as curriculum issues, resource availability, training, etc.

Focus Groups with Students:

Purpose: To understand students’ experiences and perceptions regarding English language
learning.

Method: Focus group discussions will be held with students from different age groups and
educational levels. Discussions will cover students’ attitudes toward English, their learning
experiences, and the perceived barriers to language acquisition.

Quantitative Data Collection:

I. Surveys:

Purpose: To gather broad quantitative data on factors affecting English language acquisition,
including resource availability, curriculum effectiveness, and socio-economic factors.
Method: Structured surveys will be administered to a sample of students, teachers, and
parents. The surveys will include Likert-scale questions, multiple-choice questions, and
demographic information to assess various aspects of the educational environment.

Analysis of Academic Performance Data:

Purpose: To evaluate the impact of existing educational practices and resources on students’
English language proficiency.

Method: Academic performance data, such as test scores and language proficiency
assessments, will be collected from schools. Statistical analysis will be performed to identify
patterns and correlations between educational practices, resource availability, and students’
language proficiency.

Sampling

Schools:

Selection: A stratified random sampling method will be used to select schools from both
urban and rural areas of Jammu and Kashmir. Schools will be categorized based on their
geographical location, type (government or private), and resource availability.

Participants:

Teachers: A purposive sampling technique will be employed to select English language
teachers.
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Students: A random sampling method will be used to select students from different
educational backgrounds to ensure diversity in the sample.

Parents and Administrators: Participants will be selected based on their roles and involvement
in the education system.

Data Analysis

Quialitative Analysis:

Method: Thematic analysis will be used to analyze interview transcripts, focus group
discussions, and observational notes.

Tools: Qualitative data analysis software (e.g., NVivo) may be used to assist in organizing
and coding qualitative data.

Quantitative Analysis:

Method: Statistical analysis will be performed on survey data and academic performance
metrics. Descriptive statistics, correlation analysis, and regression analysis will be employed
to identify trends, relationships, and factors influencing English language acquisition.

Tools: Statistical software (e.g., SPSS, R) will be used for data analysis.

Ethical Considerations

Informed Consent:

Participants will be provided with information about the study’s purpose, procedures, and
potential risks. Informed consent will be obtained from all participants before data collection.
Confidentiality:

All data will be anonymized and treated with strict confidentiality. Personal identifiers will be
removed to ensure the privacy of participants.

Approval:

The study will seek approval from relevant ethical review boards and institutions to ensure
compliance with ethical research standards.

Limitations

Geographical Scope:

The study’s findings may be influenced by the specific geographical and socio-political
context of state, limiting the generalizability of results to other regions.

Resource Constraints:

Limited resources and logistical challenges may affect the comprehensiveness of data
collection, particularly in remote or conflict-affected areas.

Response Bias:

This research methodology aims to provide a thorough and nuanced understanding of the
difficulties in English language acquisition in Jammu and Kashmir by offering valuable
insights to improve language education in the region.

4. RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS

Language barriers have historically posed significant challenges to international
understanding and progress. As globalization accelerates and nations become more
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interdependent, the importance of overcoming these barriers becomes even more critical.
Language barriers in Kashmir present a complex and multifaceted challenge, impacting
various aspects of daily life, education, administration, and social integration.

For many centuries the language barrier has been a hindrance to international understanding
and progress. As methods of transportation and communication improved, reducing the space
and time barriers and increasing the interdependence and interaction of nations, the problem
of language differences became one of increasing magnitude (Bishop, 1954: 316).

The state of Jammu and Kashmir is characterized by its geographical diversity, with five
main regions: Baltistan, Gilgit, Jammu, Kashmir, and Ladakh. Each region has a predominant
language: Balti in Baltistan, Shina in Gilgit, Dogri in Jammu, Kashmiri in Kashmir, and
Ladakhi in Ladakh. However, this classification oversimplifies the linguistic landscape,
which is far more diverse. Even though Kashmiri is a native language, English has managed
to create a niche for itself. Notwithstanding the fact that Kashmiri is the mother-tongue of
Kashmiris, Urdu and English are continuing as official languages, even after 33 years of
independence” (Pompur, 1981: 84).These major languages represent the perceived majority
but do not capture the true linguistic richness and the hybrid languages that often emerge
from the intersections of different linguistic groups. Starting with the Jammu region,
linguistic diversity is particularly pronounced. In the southern areas of Poonch and Rajouri,
the primary language is Poonchi, also known as Pahari or Potohari. This language is part of
the Lahnda/Punjabi family within the broader Indo-Aryan languages. Moving eastward, we
encounter Dogri, a language that shares many similarities with Punjabi and was once
considered a dialect of Punjabi. Today, Dogri is recognized as an independent language
within the Western Himalayan Pahari language group. Its evolution reflects the region’s
complex linguistic history and the influence of neighboring languages. Jammu and Kashmir’s
linguistic landscape is a tapestry of languages and dialects influenced by geography, history,
and cultural interactions. While each region has a predominant language, the true linguistic
picture is much more complex, reflecting centuries of intermingling and mutual influence.
Jammu and Kashmir’s linguistic landscape is complex and varied, presenting unique
challenges for English language learners. The region is home to multiple languages, including
Kashmiri, Dogri, Urdu, and Punjabi, each with its distinct phonetic and grammatical systems.
In 2003, the government made a change over from Urdu as a medium of instruction to
English. Attitudes and views of Kashmiris regarding English, Kashmiri and Urdu have also
undergone a gradual change, with English speakers being stereotyped highest in the most
relevant attributes indicating what English proficiency indicates for Kashmiris” (Kak, 2002).
This diversity can make it difficult for learners to acquire English, a language with a
markedly different structure. John Fyler in his seminal work comes up with instances, “of the
linguistic division as they turn into rigid language barriers...” (2015: 417). English is an
important language in Kashmiri society since it is used widely in commerce, education, and
communication. In an article published in Greater Kashmir Faroona Mujtaba, Educator at
Birla Open Minds International School Pampore sagaciously points out that: “It’s time to
recognise the importance of linguistic diversity in Kashmir and to celebrate the role of
English alongside other languages spoken in the region”. Understanding the origins and
importance of the English language highlights its relevance in Kashmir. This underscores the
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necessity of valuing linguistic diversity while recognizing the enduring significance of
English.

Phonetic Challenges

The acquisition of English in Jammu and Kashmir is fraught with numerous phonetic
challenges due to the region’s rich linguistic diversity. Local languages such as Kashmiri,
Dogri, Urdu, and Punjabi each present distinct phonetic systems that complicate learners’
efforts to achieve fluency in English. This section explores these phonetic difficulties,
examining the root causes, specific problem areas, and potential strategies for overcoming
these hurdles. The linguistic diversity in Jammu and Kashmir means that learners come from
backgrounds with varied phonetic systems. Each local language has unique sounds,
intonation patterns, and phonological rules that can differ significantly from English.
Kashmiri, an Indo-Aryan language spoken primarily in the Kashmir Valley, features a
distinctive set of phonetic elements. It includes retroflex consonants such as /{/, /d/, /n/, and
/t/, which are produced with the tongue curled back against the roof of the mouth. These
retroflex sounds contrast sharply with English’s dental and alveolar sounds. For example,
Kashmiri’s /{/ is a retroflex plosive, whereas English’s /t/ is an alveolar plosive. This
difference creates a unique acoustic quality in Kashmiri, which can be challenging for
speakers when learning English, leading to noticeable mispronunciations. Conversely,
English includes fricative sounds like /0/ (as in “think™) and /d/ (as in “this”), produced by
forcing air through a narrow channel formed by the tongue against the teeth. Kashmiri lacks
these interdental fricatives, making it difficult for native speakers to produce them accurately.
As a result, Kashmiri speakers might substitute these sounds with /t/ or /d/, leading to
common mispronunciations.

The vowel systems in Kashmiri also differ significantly from English. Kashmiri features a
range of vowel sounds and diphthongs (complex vowels formed by gliding from one vowel to
another), including vowels like /#/ that do not have direct English equivalents. These
differences complicate the approximation of English vowel sounds for Kashmiri speakers.
Furthermore, the phonetic rules governing sound combinations in Kashmiri differ from those
in English. For instance, Kashmiri allows certain consonant clusters and sound sequences not
present in English, leading to difficulties in pronunciation when transitioning between
languages. Intonation patterns in Kashmiri also differ from English. Kashmiri may have a
more tonal quality where pitch variations can alter word meanings, whereas English relies
more on stress and intonation to convey meaning. These differences can result in
misunderstandings and communication difficulties, as the expected patterns of emphasis and
pitch in English may not align with Kashmiri speakers’ expectations.

Dogri, another Indo-Aryan language, shares some phonetic features with Punjabi. Both
languages include tonal variations, which English lacks. Dogri speakers may struggle with
English consonant clusters, as Dogri typically avoids complex clusters. For example, English
words like “street” or “spring” might be pronounced with added vowels or simplified to fit
Dogri’s phonetic patterns, leading to pronunciation errors. Urdu is used as a medium of
instruction in many schools, has a phonetic system with aspirated and unaspirated consonants
that are not as prominent in English. Urdu speakers often have difficulty with English vowels
because Urdu has fewer vowel distinctions. This can result in confusion between similar-
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sounding English words, such as “ship” and “sheep.” Punjabi, like Dogri, features tonal
aspects and lacks some English sounds. Punjabi speakers might find English diphthongs and
certain consonant clusters challenging. Mispronunciations among Punjabi learners include
“pleet” for “plate” and “istreet” for “street,” reflecting the influence of Punjabi phonetic
patterns.

To address these phonetic challenges, several strategies can be employed: Providing targeted
phonetic training that focusses on the specific sounds and sound patterns of English can help
learners from diverse linguistic backgrounds. This includes exercises that emphasize the
production of difficult sounds, such as retroflex consonants and interdental fricatives.
Utilizing visual aids, such as diagrams and videos that illustrate tongue positions and airflow,
can help learners understand and replicate the correct pronunciation of English sounds.
Incorporating targeted practice with challenging sounds into language lessons can assist
learners in overcoming pronunciation difficulties. This practice can involve repetition drills,
minimal pairs exercises, and corrective feedback. Educators should foster an awareness of
phonetic differences and promote empathy among learners. Understanding the unique
challenges faced by speakers of different languages can lead to more effective and patient
teaching methods. By appreciating and addressing the phonetic distinctions between
Kashmiri, Dogri, Urdu, Punjabi, and English, educators can better support language learners
in achieving proficiency and confidence in English.

Common Pronunciation Challenges

The phonetic discrepancies between English and the native languages of Jammu and Kashmir
lead to several specific pronunciation challenges. The first one is consonant clusters (groups
of consonants without intervening vowels), which are less common in the local languages of
Jammu and Kashmir. Words like “strength,” “clasp,” or “splendid” can be particularly
challenging. Students might insert extra vowels (e.g., “esplendid” instead of “splendid”) or
drop consonants (e.g., “stren” instead of ‘“strength”) to make these clusters easier to
pronounce. In the same way, English has a larger inventory of vowel sounds compared to
Kashmiri, Dogri, Urdu, and Punjabi. For instance, English differentiates between /i:/ (as in
“sheep”) and /1/ (as in “ship”), whereas local languages may not make such distinctions. This
can lead to mispronunciations and misunderstandings. Learners often struggle with vowel
length and quality, resulting in errors that can change the meaning of words.

Intonation, the rise and fall of pitch in speech, plays a crucial role in English to convey
meaning, emotion, and grammatical structure. The intonation patterns in English are different
from those in Kashmiri, Dogri, Urdu, and Punjabi. English often uses rising intonation for
questions and falling intonation for statements, which may not be intuitive for learners whose
native languages follow different intonation rules. This can lead to speech that sounds
unnatural or is difficult to understand. Certain English phonemes are particularly troublesome
for learners from Jammu and Kashmir. The ‘th’ sounds (/6/ and /d/), as in “think’ and “this,”
are often replaced with /t/ or /d/ sounds, leading to pronunciations like “tink” instead of
“think” and “dis” instead of “this.” Similarly, the /v/ and /w/ sounds can be confusing, with
learners often pronouncing “vine” and “wine” the same way.

The phonetic challenges faced by English learners in Jammu and Kashmir are significant but
not insurmountable. The diverse phonetic systems of local languages such as Kashmiri,
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Dogri, Urdu, and Punjabi pose specific pronunciation difficulties that require targeted
teaching strategies. Through explicit phonetic training, auditory discrimination exercises,
repetition, and the use of technology, students can improve their pronunciation and achieve
greater fluency in English. Additionally, cultural sensitivity, motivation building, and peer
learning play crucial roles in addressing these challenges. By implementing these
comprehensive strategies, educators can help students overcome phonetic barriers and
enhance their English language acquisition in this linguistically rich and diverse region.
Vocabulary and Semantic Differences: Vocabulary acquisition is another area where
linguistic diversity poses challenges. Many English words have no direct equivalents in local
languages, requiring students to learn new concepts along with the words. Additionally,
idiomatic expressions and phrasal verbs in English can be particularly confusing for learners
who are not familiar with these linguistic constructs in their native languages. This aspect of
language learning demands a focused approach, incorporating contextual learning and
practical usage.

Educational Infrastructure: The educational infrastructure in Jammu and Kashmir, especially
in rural areas, is often inadequate to meet the needs of effective English language instruction.
Many schools suffer from a lack of basic resources, including textbooks, teaching aids, and
proper classroom facilities. This lack of resources is compounded by a shortage of trained
teachers who are proficient in English.

Resource Constraints

The education system in Jammu and Kashmir, like in many regions around the world, faces a
variety of challenges that impede effective language learning. Among these, resource
constraints stand out as a significant barrier to acquiring proficiency in English. English
language learning, which relies heavily on up-to-date materials and engaging teaching
methodologies, is particularly vulnerable to the limitations imposed by inadequate resources.
David O. Allen elaborately talks of resource constraints in his The State and Prospects of the
English Language in India. This is to a great extant true of the overall status of Jammu and
Kashmir:

the people of India generally have not so many means and opportunities of acquiring a
knowledge of the English language in connection with the Government, or in matters of
business, or in social intercourse, as might be naturally expected and have been generally
supposed (1854: 268).

One of the primary issues is the reliance on outdated and scarce textbooks. Textbooks play a
crucial role in structured learning, providing the backbone of the curriculum and guiding both
teachers and students through the learning process. In many schools in Jammu and Kashmir,
textbooks are not only outdated but also often in short supply. Outdated textbooks may
contain archaic language and cultural references that are no longer relevant, failing to engage
students or provide them with the language skills necessary for contemporary
communication. Furthermore, the scarcity of textbooks means that students might have to
share or go without, severely limiting their ability to study independently and reinforce what
they have learnt in class. Modern teaching methodologies emphasize interactive and student-
centred learning, which requires materials that can support a variety of teaching approaches.
However, many of the available textbooks in Jammu and Kashmir do not align with these
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modern pedagogical strategies. Traditional rote learning, which these textbooks often
promote, does not cater to the development of critical thinking, creativity, and
communicative competence in English. Without resources that support interactive activities,
group work, and practical language use, teachers are constrained in their ability to implement
more effective teaching methods. This misalignment results in a learning environment that is
less dynamic and engaging, making it harder for students to develop a strong command of the
English language. As a result of this, “Teachers ... find themselves teaching English either
without adequate training in teaching young learners in general or in teaching English to
young learners in particular. The situation is especially acute in poor or rural areas (Copland,
739-40).

The role of multimedia resources in language learning cannot be overstated. Audio-visual
aids, such as language labs, interactive software, videos, and audio recordings, are essential
for developing listening and speaking skills, which are critical components of language
proficiency. In Jammu and Kashmir, many schools lack these multimedia resources due to
financial constraints and infrastructural limitations. Without access to audio-visual aids,
students miss out on opportunities to hear native speakers, practice pronunciation, and engage
in interactive learning experiences. This absence significantly hampers their ability to
improve their listening and speaking skills, which are essential for real-life communication in
English. The lack of a supportive learning environment, compounded by outdated materials
and the absence of multimedia resources, has a profound impact on students’ progress in
acquiring English.

Despite this conception of the interdependence of language development, cognition, and
instructional collaboration with adults, teachers of English learners have been told for more
than a decade that their role in the second language acquisition process is a largely passive
one of providing comprehensible input (Krashen, 1981).

Students in resource-constrained settings often exhibit lower levels of motivation and
engagement. When learning materials are not stimulating or relevant, and when interactive,
communicative methods are not used, students may perceive English as a difficult and
uninteresting subject. This perception can lead to a lack of enthusiasm and effort, further
impeding their language acquisition. Moreover, without adequate resources, teachers are also
limited in their professional development and ability to innovate in their teaching. They may
struggle to provide effective feedback, design engaging lessons, or create a classroom
environment that fosters active learning. This limitation affects the overall quality of
education, making it challenging to meet the diverse needs of learners.

Effective language instruction hinges on comprehensive teacher training. It is a cornerstone
often overlooked in regions like Jammu and Kashmir. Many teachers in this area have not
received sufficient training in teaching English as a second language, leading to suboptimal
teaching methodologies that fail to address the unique challenges faced by English learners.
This deficiency stems from multiple factors, including a lack of proficiency in English among
teachers themselves, insufficient professional development programs, and inadequate
classroom management strategies. To improve the quality of English language education, it is
essential to focus on enhancing teacher training, reducing student-teacher ratios, and
implementing effective classroom management strategies. Teacher training is fundamental to
the success of any educational program, particularly in the context of language instruction.
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Effective training programs equip teachers with the necessary skills and knowledge to deliver
high-quality instruction, tailored to the needs of their students. In Jammu and Kashmir, many
teachers lack the requisite training in English as a second language, which adversely affects
their ability to teach effectively. Without proper training, teachers may resort to traditional,
lecture-based methods that do not engage students or promote active learning.

Another significant challenge in the region is the high student-to-teacher ratio in many
schools. Large class sizes make it difficult for teachers to provide individual attention to
students who may be struggling with English. Personalized instruction and feedback are
crucial for language learning, as they allow teachers to address specific student needs and
correct errors promptly. In overcrowded classrooms, these opportunities are limited, leading
to a lack of personalized instruction and insufficient practice in speaking and receiving
feedback. Vai Ramanathan revealed that “certain institutional and teaching practices keep
English out of the reach of lower income and lower caste groups and push them into outer
circles” (1999: 211). Addressing this issue requires a multifaceted approach. Firstly, hiring
more teachers is essential to reduce the student-teacher ratio. This would enable teachers to
manage their classrooms more effectively and devote more time to individual students.
Secondly, implementing classroom management strategies that facilitate effective language
learning in large groups can also make a significant difference.

5. CONCLUSION

English language acquisition in Jammu and Kashmir is fraught with multifaceted challenges
that stem from socio-political instability, inadequate educational resources, linguistic
diversity, socioeconomic disparities, and a cultural emphasis on local languages. The region’s
political unrest frequently disrupts consistent schooling, leading to irregular attendance and a
lack of continuous, structured learning. This instability is a significant barrier to acquiring
proficiency in English, as consistent practice and instruction are crucial for language
development. The educational infrastructure in Jammu and Kashmir is often inadequate, with
many schools lacking modern facilities, up-to-date materials, and access to technology. These
deficiencies hinder effective learning and limit students’ exposure to the English language.
Additionally, the scarcity of well-trained English teachers exacerbates the problem, as
students do not receive the necessary guidance and support to navigate the complexities of
the language.
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