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Abstract: The management of operations is what we call administration. Even while entire 

empires can collapse and other rulers can take their place, the administration of a country 

will continue on indefinitely. It is neither susceptible to transformation by revolution, nor 

can it be uprooted by upheaval. There were many dynasties that ruled over India, but the 

Mughal dynasty is considered to be the most significant because it dominated the country 

on Indian soil for the greatest stretch of time and had its own unique administrative 

structure. Between the years 1526 and 1707, the Mughals left their imprint on Hindu 

culture as well as on Hindu history. The Mughals held sway over India for a total of 181 

years, during which period the country underwent a number of significant 

transformations. The Mughal Empire was significant because it united practically the 

whole Indian subcontinent under its control and brought the various regions of the 

subcontinent closer together by enhancing both their overland and coastal commercial 

networks. In addition to this, it was famous for the cultural impact. It was thought to be the 

first major empire to arise in India after the fall of the Gupta Dynasty. The study provides 

an insight into the Mughal administrative hierarchy. In order to arrive at a conclusion, the 

research used a combination of descriptive, historical, and analytical method with 

qualitative approach. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 
 

The administration of the Mughals is going to be the primary focus of this article's 

discussion. Establishing the Mughal administration as a means of monitoring and exercising 

authority over the various sections of the empire was the primary objective of the Mughal 

Empire. The Mughals were able to maintain their solid authority over the Indian Subcontinent 

for close to two centuries because they constructed an empire that not only had enormous 

political force but also a strong administrative structure that provided the support necessary 
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for efficient operation. Administrative concerns were treated with the utmost seriousness and 

attention to detail by the Mughals. This included everything from the consolidation of power 

to the establishment of favorable conditions for the expansion of the economy and culture. 

The Mughal emperors saw themselves as God's representatives on earth and viewed their 

power as divine. They asserted that they were the "Shadow of God," "Visible God," "Waqil 

to God," "Khatifa of her land," and other such titles. "No dignity is greater in the eyes of God 

than kingship, and those who are wise, drink from its auspicious fountain," Abul Fazl, a well- 

known historian and scholar of Akbar's period, said in his preface to the Ain-i-Akbari that. 

"No dignity is higher in the sight of God than royalty." In addition to this, he was of the 

opinion that "Royalty is a light emanating from God as ray from the sun." 

 

Research Objectives 

An Administrative construction is a framework that frames how certain exercises are guided 

to accomplish the objectives of a realm. Design will give greater lucidity, assist with 

overseeing assumptions, empower better independent direction and give consistency. The 

Mughal period in India acquired many significant changes the social, financial, and social 

managerial, exchange, way of life parts of the country. The administration of every one of 

these areas was controlled by various officials under the initiative of Mughal rulers. In this 

way the study uncovered the administrative structure of Mughals during medieval period in 

the Indian soil. 

 

2. METHODLOGY 

 

In order to accomplish the goals of this work, the majority of the data required for the present 

investigation came from primary and secondary sources. The collection of data was 

undertaken with the purpose of facilitating research on the administrative framework 

maintained by the Mughals in India throughout the mediaeval era. The framework of the 

study was established through the utilization of the historical, descriptive, and analytical 

methods, which allowed for an objective conclusion to be reached. 

 

3. DISCUSSION AND RESULT 

 

Administration refers to the process or activity that is involved in the operation of a computer 

system. King Babur was the person responsible for establishing the Mughal empire. 

Establishing the Mughal administration as a means of monitoring and exercising authority 

over the various sections of the empire was the primary objective of the Mughal empire. The 

Mughal Empire served as the primary administrative authority in order to maintain complete 

control of the situation. The Mughal Empire was the most powerful economic and 

manufacturing power in the entire world in the seventeenth century. In order to control and 

rule over this entire portion of the empire, a great number of officers were assigned to various 

posts within the government. The Mughal government was largely centralized in comparison 

to other types of governance. The Mughal emperor served as the highest authority figure in 

Mughal society and governance. In the administration of the Mughal emperors, a number of 

ministers had been appointed at various times in the expansion of the empire
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Ranks within the Mughal administrative hierarchy 

The many tiers of Mughal administration were each further segmented into a 

multitude of subparts. Within these several government departments, appointments were 

made to various officer positions. The following is a list of the levels of Mughal 

administration that existed within the Mughal Empire. 

 

Administration at the Center 

The Mughal Empire exerts its authority over virtually all of contemporary India. The 

Mughal Empire served as the primary administrative authority in order to maintain complete 

control of the situation. The Emperor The emperor was considered to be the highest ranking 

official in the Mughal government and was vested with absolute power over the whole 

Mughal Empire. In Mughal governance, the order of the emperor was the highest and most 

authoritative order. Wakil and Wazir possessed both civil and military authority, and Wazir 

was also known by another name, diwan. Later, during the reign of King Akbar of the 

Mughal Empire, he deposed the wakil of his financial authority and gave it to the diwan kul, 

who served as the administration's Minister of Finance. This event occurred during the time 

period. Diwani Kul was the financial minister in the Mughal administration. He oversaw all 

of the financial activities and payments during that time period. Mir Bakshi, also known as 

Mir Bakshi, is a central figure in the Mughal Empire and plays an essential role there. He is 

in charge of the payments, appointments, and anything else that has to do with the soldiers. 

Mir Saman, also known as Khan Saman, was in charge of the purchasing division when he 

was alive. Sadr-us the sadr-us Sudur or Sadr governed the Ecclesiastical Department (Sudar), 

which was responsible for charitable donations. 

 

Administration of the Province 

During the reign of Akbar, he established the 12 subas as the administrative divisions 

of the Mughal Empire. The adoption of the standard administrative model for each suba was 

done so in order to exercise control and regulation over these subas. The following are the 

components that made up the province level of Mughal administration: Diwan-Diwan was the 

head of all of the operations of a suba, particularly the revenue department, and was 

responsible for reporting at the central level. The post of Sipah Salar Nazim is founded in 

order to write a letter that would make the diwan independent and give it the responsibility of 

the subhadra. Bakhshi-Bakhshi continues to play a significant part in the Mughal empire at 

the level of the suba. He is in charge of ensuring that the soldiers in Suba receive their 

payments, appointments, and any other connected duties. The communication system of the 

imperial mail system in the suba was under the purview of Darogha- Darogha- I dak, who 

was in charge of the position. At the dak chowkis, this was the system that was used for 

sending and receiving messages. Fozdar was the administrative head of the district, and 

Kotwal was nominated to handle the executive and ministerial responsibilities. Together, they 

were known as Fozdar and Kotwal. 
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Administration at the Local Level 

The sarkar, the pargana, and the village levels each had their own respective 

administrative responsibilities. Sarkar level: The faujdar and the malguzar were considered to 

be the two most significant posts in the sarkar level. The Faujdar served as the head of 

administration and was accountable for the protection of the lives and belongings of the 

people. The Malguzar was in charge of collecting taxes. At the Pargana level, the Parganas 

are responsible for the tasks done at the sarkar's bottom hand. Shiqqadar serves as an 

executive officer of the Amalguzar in the Paragana. The village level is the Mughal 

administration's lowest administrative unit administrative unit. In the governance of the 

village at the level of the village, Muqqaddam served as the head man. The Patwari was in 

charge of maintaining the village's financial records and keeping track of revenue. 

 

Administration of the town, the fort, and the port 

In Mughal administration, this department was responsible for the administration to 

handle the duties relating to the towns (cities), forts, and ports. These are the officers that 

make up this administration: 

At the municipal level, it is the primary role of the Kotwals to provide protection for 

the people and the property they own. Kotwal is the one who maintains the record of the 

unidentified person and is the one who hands out permits to the outsiders. 

Al'adar was in charge of the administration of the forts and was responsible for the 

protection of the fort, which did in fact fall within his allotted region. 

Mutasaddi was the governor of the ports, and his responsibilities included the 

collection of taxes and the supervision of the operations that took place in the ports. 

 

City administration: 

Big cities were under the care of "kotwals," whose primary duties were to keep the 

peace, make proper arrangements for cleanliness, keep a check over the traders, keep a strict 

vigilance over prostitutes and drunkards, and look after foreigners in the town. 

Big cities were under the care of "kotwals," whose primary duties were to keep the 

peace, make proper arrangements for cleanliness, keep a check over the traders, keep a strict 

vigilance over prostitutes and drunkards, and look after foreigners in the town. 

 

Judicial system: 

Emperors of the Mughal dynasty were fair and just rulers. In order to show his 

gratitude to the appellants, Jehangir placed a gold chain outside of his palace. Akbar has 

made efforts toward establishing a just judicial system. The Emperor presided over the 

Supreme Court of the Empire, which was also known as the Imperial Court. In the centre 

stood the Chief Qazi and the Sardar, who administered justice in accordance with Islamic 

law. In the provinces, criminal cases were determined by the Subedars, while civil cases were 

decided by the Diwans. The civil cases were heard and determined by the Qazis of the 

province. 
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Rents from the land: 

Land taxation was the primary source of income for the Mughal government. 

Todarmal, Akbar's Minister of Finance, developed the "Zabti," "Gallabaksh," and "Nask" 

systems during Akbar's reign. These were the three primary forms of land revenue. It was 

decided to use the "Gaj-e-illahi" as the standard measuring unit for land when it was first 

introduced. It is important to note that the land revenue was always set at one third of the 

total produced, even though the amount was determined by the king. 

Other sources of income for the government included "najrana," which referred to 

economic compensation, "khams," which referred to looted treasure (1/5), an annual tax paid 

by the nobles, and the taxes imposed on market, feri, forest, artisans, salt, Indigo, and other 

things. Land revenue was also a source of income for the government. Akbar was the one 

who gave the administrative apparatus of the Mughals its definitive shape. It derived a great 

deal of its structure from the Persian and Arabian administrative systems, both of which had a 

strong military flavor. Even though the Mughal emperor held absolute control, the entire 

country was at peace and prosperous under the reigns of Akbar, Jahangir, and Shahjahan. 

This was especially true during Akbar's reign. 

 

Departments of the Mughal administration 

In Mughal administration, a distinct department known as the Revenue department 

was established specifically for the purpose of collecting taxes and revenue. This empire was 

famed for its Zabti system, in which the state's part of the price of the crop produced was 

equal to one third of the product's price. The Mughal administration established a standard 

rate for collecting money from land. The officers of the military department who are 

responsible for the activities of the troops are Bakshi at both the central and suba levels, and 

Mansabdar is the head of the soldiers, horseman, and other departments of the military. The 

Mansabdar is in charge of the Dakhili and the Ahadis. 

 

4. CONCLUSION 

 

The Mughal administration was the mostly centre based administration. The main aim of the 

Mughal Empire was to set up the Mughal administration to keep an eye and rule the different 

parts of the empire. The Mughal administration divided the Mughal Empire into the 12 subas. 

To control and regulate these subas, the uniform administrative model for each suba was 

adopted. 
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