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Abstract: The aim of this research is to understand how parents' democratic parenting in 

developing the moral intelligence of children aged 6-12 years at Santo Yosep Delitua 

Parish. This study used descriptive qualitative method. This research is conducted at Santo 

Yosep Delitua Parish, from February to April 2023. The research subjects are selected by 

purposive sampling. In this study, there are 15 informants consisting of parents and 

children aged 6-12 who are the research subjects. Data collection techniques are carried 

out by observing and continuing with interviews with research informants. The data 

analysis process includes three main stages, namely data reduction, data presentation, and 

research conclusions. The results of the study show that parents' democratic parenting in 

developing the moral intelligence of children aged 6-12 years has been applied by parents 

at Santo Yosep Delitua Parish. The development of children's moral intelligence consisting 

of empathy, conscience, self-control, respect, kindness, tolerance, and fairness at Santo 

Yosep Delitua Parish has not been fully seen because they are still unable to be fair and 

unable to control themselves. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 
 

Parenting iis ian iapproach iused iby ievery iparent ito idirect iand ieducate itheir ichildren. iThe 

parenting istyle iapplied iby iparents iin ieducating itheir ichildren, ieither idirectly ior 

indirectly, iis ia irepresentation iof ithe iapproach ithey iapply iin ieducating itheir ichildren. 

Direct ieducation irefers ito ithe iintentional iefforts iof iparents ito ishape ia ichild's personality, 
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intelligence, iand iskills. iThis ican icome iin ithe iform iof idirectives, iboundaries, 

punishments, icreating ienvironments, iand irewarding ithat iserve ias iteaching itools. iWhile 

the irelationships iof iparents, ifamily, icommunity, iand iinteractions ibetween ihusband iand 

wife iare iexamples iof iindirect iteaching, idaily ilife iincludes ieverything ifrom iwords ito 

habits iand ilifestyle i(Subagia, i2021). iDemocratic iparenting iis ian iapproach iin ieducating 

children, iin iwhich iparents iset ithe irules iwhile iconsidering ithe ineeds iand icircumstances 

of ithe ichild. iDemocratic iparenting ialso ihighly irespects ichildren's ifreedom, ibut ithis 

freedom iis ialso iaccompanied iby iempathetic iparental iguidance i(Makagingge iet ial., 2019). 

Parents ihave ia icrucial irole ias iagents iof iforming ithe imain ipersonality iof ia ichild, parents 

are iexpected ito iset ia ipositive irole imodel. iEvery ihuman ibeing iwill ialways ieducate itheir 

offspring ias iperfectly ias ipossible iboth ispiritually iand iphysically i(Subagia, i2021). The 

development iof ichildren's imoral iintelligence, inamely iexpertise iin idistinguishing ibetween 

good iand iwrong ifrom ian iearly iage, iand ihaving ifirm ibeliefs ito istrengthen understanding, 

ithinking iand iactions ithat iare iconsistent iwith itrusted imoral iprinciples. iObedience ito ilaw 

and iaccepting iadult iconsequences iis iconsidered ipart iof imoral iintelligence iin ichildren 

aged i6-12 iyears. iThere iare iseven imain imoral iforms, iincluding iempathy, iconscience, 

self-control, ias iwell ias iother imoral iqualities isuch ias irespect, ikindness, itolerance, iand 

justice, iall iof iwhich ifall iunder ithe icategory iof imoral iintelligence i(Pranoto, i2020). iGod 

Almighty igives igifts iin ithe iform iof ichildren iwho imust ialways ibe icared ifor iproperly 

and itreat ithem iwith ilove, ihoping ithat ione iday ithey ican iprovide ibenefits ito iothers iand 

make imeaningful icontributions ito ithe icountry iand itheir idignity imust ibe isupported iand 

protected i(Tamba, i2016). iIn isituations ilike ithis, iparents imust iparticipate ifully iin 

developing imoral iintelligence ifor ichildren. The iprocess iof imoral igrowth iin ichildren 

requires itime iand iconsistent iguidance ito iachieve igood idevelopment. iChildren istart 

rebelling, ilying, ibeing ilazy, ihaving idesires iof itheir iown, igetting iangry, ior ieven 

disobeying itheir iparents iat ia iyoung iage, iso ithe iprocess iof imoral iformation irequires 

patience. iHowever, iby imaintaining igood irelations iwith ifamily imembers, ithis isituation 

can ibe iresolved i(Kosasih, i2014). I 

According ito iBerns i(2007), ithe idevelopment iof ia ichild's imoral iintelligence iis  influenced 

by ithree icontexts: icontext, iindividual icharacteristics, iand iinfluencing isocial ifactors. 

The idecline iin imoral iintelligence iin ichildren ican ibe iseen ifrom ithe isigns iof ia idecrease 

in imorality, isuch ias ilosing ithe irespect ithat ichildren ishould igive ito itheir iparents iand 

behavior ithat ideviates itowards ipornography. iThis iis icaused iby ia ilack iof iunderstanding 

or ilack iof irecognition ifrom isome iparents iof ithe iimportance iof iparenting igiven ito 

children. iThis ican ibe iseen ifrom ithe ifact ithat imany iparents icurrently ido inot ispend 

enough itime iwith itheir ichildren ito iguide iand iteach itheir ichildren. iToday's iparents iare 

too iconcerned iwith iwork iso ithey ipay iless iattention ito ithe ineeds iand irelationships iof 

their ichildren. iThis icauses ichildren ito iseek itheir iown ipleasure i(Auliya iet ial., i2022). 

Lack iof imorals iin ichildren ihas ian iimpact ion ichildren iwho iwill ihave idifficulty 

understanding ivariations iof ichoices, ilack iempathy, iare iunable ito iseek ijustice iand 

experience idifficulties iin iexpressing iaffection iand irespect ifor iothers. iDecreased imoral 

intelligence iin ichildren ican ibe irecognized ithrough isigns iof imoral idecline, isuch ias ithe 

loss iof irespect ichildren ishould ishow itheir iparents iand ideviant ibehavior, iincluding 

tendencies itoward ipornography. iThis iis ibecause imany iparents ido inot iunderstand ior 

consider ithe iimportance iof iparenting ito itheir ichildren iless iimportant. iIt ican ibe iobserved 
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that ithere iare istill iparents iwho idon't ispend ienough itime iwith itheir ichildren ito iguide and 

teach itheir ichildren. iToday's iparents iare itoo iconcerned iwith iwork iso ithey ipay iless 

attention ito ithe ineeds iand irelationships iof itheir ichildren. iThis icauses ichildren ito iseek 

their iown ipleasure i(Rottie iand iKarundeng, i2016). 

The iaim iof ithis iresearch iis ito iunderstand ihow iparents' idemocratic iparenting iin 

developing ithe imoral iintelligence iof ichildren iaged i6-12 iyears iat iSanto iYosep iDelitua 

Parish. ii 

 

2. RESEARCH iMETHODS 
 

This istudy iused idescriptive iqualitative imethod. iA iqualitative idescriptive imethod involves 

a istructured ior iorganized iapproach, iwith ithe iaim iof igaining ia ithorough iunderstanding of 

various iphenomena iof ihuman ilife iin ivarious icontexts i(Sugiyono, i2013). iQualitative 

research ihas ia isignificant irole iin ianalyzing idata ithrough iverbal iand iwritten iapproaches, 

with ithe iaim iof igaining ia ideeper iunderstanding iof isocial iphenomena ior ievents irelated 

to ithe ifocus iof ithe iproblem ibeing iinvestigated i(Fadli, i2021). iThis iresearch iadopts ia 

descriptive iqualitative iapproach, iin iwhich ithe iresearcher ipresents ithe iresults iof ithe idata 

or iresearch iobject iin inarrative iform. This iresearch iis iconducted iat iSanto iYosep iDelitua 

Parish, ifrom iFebruary ito iApril i2023. iThe iresearch isubjects iare iselected iby ipurposive 

sampling. iIn ithis istudy, ithere iare i15 iinformants consisting iof iparents iand ichildren iaged 

6-12 iwho iare ithe iresearch isubjects. Data icollection itechniques iare icarried iout iby 

observing iand icontinuing iwith iinterviews iwith iresearch iinformants. iIn iorder ito ifacilitate 

the iresearch iprocess iand iachieve ithe iresearch iobjectives imaximally, ithe iresearcher ihas 

developed ia iresearch iinstrument iin ithe iform iof ian iinterview iguide. The idata ianalysis 

process iincludes ithree imain istages, inamely idata ireduction, idata ipresentation, iand 

research iconclusions. iThe idata ianalysis iphase ibegins iwith itranscribing ithe idata, 

identifying ithe idata, iclassifying ithe idata, iand iinterpreting iand idescribing ithe idata ito then 

generate iconclusions ifrom ieach iresearch iobject. iTo iensure ithe ivalidity iof ithe idata, 

researchers iused idata ichecking itechniques ithrough itriangulation icriteria. i i 
 i

3. RESULT iAND iDISCUSSION i 
 i

Parents' iDemocratic iParenting iin iDeveloping ithe iMoral iIntelligence iof iChildren 

Aged i6-12 iYears iat iSanto iYosep iDelitua iParish: The iresults iof ithe istudy ishow ithat 

parents' idemocratic iparenting iin ideveloping ithe imoral iintelligence iof ichildren iaged i6-12 

years ihas ibeen iapplied iby iparents iat iSanto iYosep iDelitua iParish. iWhere iparents iare 

able ito ibe irational iand iresponsible iby ihelping ichildren isolve itheir iproblems isuch ias 

school iassignments, iparents iare iobjective iand ifirm iwhere iwhen ichildren imake imistakes 

or itake iactions ithat iinterfere iwith iparents ireprimand ichildren, iparents iare iwarm iand 

understanding iwhere iparents ican igive iwarm iand ipleasant iwords iand iactions isuch ias 

praising iand ihugging ichildren, iparents iare irealistic iand iflexible iin icommunication iwhere 

parents ihelp ichildren iknow itheir ichildren's iweaknesses iand ipotential iby igiving ichildren 

such ias itutoring iand iinviting ichildren ito idialogue, iparents ifoster iconfidence iand 

confidence iwhere iparents ialways isupport, iteach, ipraise iand imotivate ievery itime ithe 

child iwants ito iappear iand ido isomething. The idevelopment iof ichildren's imoral 
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intelligence iconsisting iof iempathy, iconscience, iself-control, irespect, ikindness, itolerance, 

and ifairness iat iSanto iYosep iDelitua iParish ihas inot ibeen ifully iseen ibecause ithey iare 

still iunable ito ibe ifair iand iunable ito icontrol ithemselves. 

 

Empathy 

Informants: iI1, iI2, iI3, iI4, iand iI5 istated ithat ithe idevelopment iof imoral iintelligence iin 

children iaged i6-12 iyears iin ithe iaspect iof iempathy ihad igrown iin ichildren. iWhere ithe 

child ican ialready ibe iable ito ifeel iwhat iis ibeing ifelt iby ithe ipeople iaround ihim isuch ias 

parents, isiblings iand ischool ifriends. iFor iexample, iwhen iparents iwork ione iday, ichildren 

may iask i"tired imom?" ithis ishows ithat ithe ichild ihas ian iattitude iof iempathy. iThe iresults 

of ithese iinterviews isupport iand iare iconsistent iwith ithe itheory ithat ichildren iwho iare 

empathetic igenerally ihave ithe iability ito irespond iwith isensitivity ito ithe ineeds iand 

feelings iof iothers. iThey iare iable ito iaccurately irecognize inonverbal icues iand ireact 

accordingly. iIn iaddition, ithey ishow iunderstanding iof iother ipeople's ifeelings, ishow 

concern iwhen ithere iis iunfair itreatment, iand ishow isympathy i(Pranoto, i2020). 

 

Conscience 

Informants: iI1, iI2, iI3, iI4, iand iI5 istated ithat ithe idevelopment iof imoral iintelligence iin 

children iaged i6-12 iyears iin ithe iaspect iof iconscience ihas igrown iin ichildren. iWhere 

children iare iable ito iadmit imistakes imade. iFor iexample, inot idoing ischool iwork, inot 

completing ihomework iand iwhen ifighting iwith ischool ifriends. iWhen ihe iwants ito iadmit 

mistakes ihe ihas imade ithat ihe iknows ihis iparents iwill iscold ihim, iit ishows ithat ihonesty 

is iin ithe ichild iand ithe iparents ihave ialso ientrusted ithe ihomework ito ithe ichild. iThe 

interview iresults iabove isupport iand iare iin iline iwith ithe itheory ithat ichildren iwho ihave a 

high ilevel iof iconscience iare imore ilikely ito irecognize itheir imistakes iin ibehavior, iadmit 

it iand imake iamends. iChildren iwho ihave ia ihigh iconscience iusually ihave ian ihonest iand 

trustworthy iattitude, irarely ineed icorrection ior iwarning ifrom iadults ito ibehave 

appropriately, iaccept iinappropriate ior iwrong iconsequences, iand ido inot iblame iothers 

(Pranoto, i2020). 

 

Self-Control 

Informants: iI1, iI2, iI3, iI4, iand iI5 istated ithat ithe idevelopment iof imoral iintelligence iin 

children iaged i6-12 iyears ion ithe icontrol iaspect idid inot iyet iexist iin ichildren. iAt ian iage 

that iis istill iclassified ias ia ichild, iaspects iof iself-control iare istill ilacking iwhere iwhen 

children iare iangry ithey istill ineed ithe ihelp iof iother ipeople, ithey istill ihave ito ibe 

persuaded iby itheir iparents. iIn ithe iaspect iof iself-control iwhere ithe ichild idoes inot 

physically iattack iother ipeople, iit iis istill ilacking, ibecause ithe ichild istill iwants ito 

physically iattack iother ipeople ieither ito ifriends ior irelatives. iThe iresults iof ithe interviews 

are inot iin iline iwith ithe itheory ibecause ichildren iwho ihave imoral iintelligence idevelop iin 

the iself-control iaspect, inamely ichildren iwho ihave iself-control iusually iwait itheir iturn and 

do inot ipush ior iinterrupt; ithey iare iable ito icontrol itheir iurges iand iurges iwithout iadult 

assistance; ithey ican ieasily icalm idown iwhen ifrustrated, iupset, ior iangry; ithey idon't 

physically iattack iothers; iand ithey irarely ineed iwarnings, iscolding, ior ireprimands ifor 

good ibehavior i(Pranoto, i2020). 
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Respect 
Informants: iI1, iI2, iI3, iI4, iand iI5 istated ithat ithe idevelopment iof imoral iintelligence iin 

children iaged i6-12 iyears iin ithe iaspect iof irespect iis istill ilacking. iWhere ichildren iare 

able ito irespect iand iuse ia ipolite itone iof ivoice ito iother ipeople, iespecially ito ipeople iwho 

are iolder ithan ithe ichild ibut istill iwant ito igossip ibecause ichildren iwill ialways itell 

whatever ithey iknow iand iexperience ito itheir iparents. iIn irespecting ithe iprivacy iof iother 

people, ichildren iare istill ilacking ibecause iat ithe iage iwhen ithey iare istill ichildren, ithey do 

not ireally iunderstand ieveryone's iprivacy. iThe iresults iof ithese iinterviews isupport iand iare 

consistent iwith ithe itheory ithat ichildren iwho irespect iothers itend ito iuse ipolite ilanguage 

and itone iof ivoice iregardless iof idifferences. iThey iare iable ito irefrain ifrom igossiping 

about itheir ifriends ior ianyone ielse ibehind itheir ibacks. iIn iaddition, ithey itreat ithemselves 

with irespect iand irespect ithe iprivacy iof iothers i(Pranoto, i2020). 

 

Kindness 

Informants: iI1, iI2, iI3, iI4, iand iI5 istated ithat ithe idevelopment iof imoral iintelligence iin 

children iaged i6-12 iyears iin ithe iaspect iof ikindness ialready iexists iin ichildren. iWhere ithe 

child iis iable ito iadvise ihis ibrother ior isister. iFor iexample, i"you ican't ibe istubborn, iif 

you're inot ia ismart iperson, idude." iAccording ito iwhat ithe iresearchers isaw, iat ithe iage iof 

children iwho iare istill ichildren, ithey istill ireally ilike ianimals iand itreat ianimals iwell. 

Where ichildren iare istill idiligent iin ifeeding iand iplaying iwith ianimals isuch ias idogs iand 

cats. iThe iresults iof ithese iinterviews isupport iand iare iin iaccordance iwith ithe itheory ithat 

children iwho ihave istrong ikindness itend ito iuse ikind iwords ithat ican iinspire iothers 

without ineeding ito ibe ipushed. iThey ialso ireally icare iwhen iother ipeople iare itreated 

unfairly, iand ithey itreat ianimals iwell i(Pranoto, i2020). 

 

Tolerance 

Informants: iI1, iI2, iI3, iI4, iand iI5 istated ithat ithe idevelopment iof imoral iintelligence iin 

children iaged i6-12 iyears iin ithe iaspect iof itolerance ialready iexists iin ichildren. iWhere 

children ican imeet iand imake ifriends iwith ipeople iwho ihave idifferent ifamily backgrounds, 

religions, iand iraces, ithis iis inormal ifor ichildren iwhere ithe ichild istill iaccepts ieveryone 

who iwants ito iplay iand ibe ifriends iwith ithem. iThe iresults iof ithe iinterviews iabove iare 

supported iand iin iline iwith ithe itheory ithat ichildren iwho iare itolerant iof iother ipeople 

tend ito irespect iadults iand iother iauthority ifigures, iare iopen ito imeeting ipeople ifrom 

different iracial iand ireligious ibackgrounds, iand iare itolerant iof iother ipeople's idifferences 

(Pranoto, i2020). 

 

Fairness 

Informants: iI1, iI2, iI3, iI4, iand iI5 istated ithat ithe idevelopment iof imoral iintelligence iin 

children iaged i6-12 iyears iin ithe ifair iaspect iis istill ilacking iwhere ihelping iothers iis 

already ithere ibecause iat ihome ithe iparents ialso iasked ichildren ito ihelp iwith ihomework 

such ias iwashing idishes, isweeping ithe ihouse, ietc. ibut iat ithe iage iof ichildren itoday ithey 

still ihave ithe itrait ito iblame iothers. iIn ithe idevelopment iof ichildren's imoral iintelligence 

in ithe ifair iaspect iwhere ithe ichild ican isolve ithe iproblem, iit iis istill inot ibecause iwhen 

the ichild ihas ia iproblem, ifor iexample, ifighting, iparents istill iinterfere iin isolving iit. iThe 
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results iof ithe iinterviews iare inot iin iline iwith ithe itheory ibecause ichildren iwho experience 

the idevelopment iof imoral iintelligence iin ithe iaspect iof ijustice igenerally ishow ithe 

following icharacteristics: ithey ifeel ihappy iwhen ithey iare igiven ithe iopportunity ito ihelp 

others; ithey idon't inecessarily iblame iothers; ithey ihave ian iopen imind; ithey ishow 

sportsmanship iin isports iactivities; ithey ihave ithe iability ito isolve iproblems ipeacefully and 

fairly iby ifollowing ithe irules; iand ithey iwant ito irecognize ithe irights iof iothers, iwhich 

ensures ithat ievery iindividual iis itreated iequally iand ifairly i(Pranoto, i2020). i 

 

4. CONCLUSION iAND iSUGGESTION i i 
 

The iresults iof ithe istudy ishow ithat iparents' idemocratic iparenting iin ideveloping ithe moral 

intelligence iof ichildren iaged i6-12 iyears ihas ibeen iapplied iby iparents iat iSanto iYosep 

Delitua iParish. iThe idevelopment iof ichildren's imoral iintelligence iconsisting iof iempathy, 

conscience, iself-control, irespect, ikindness, itolerance, iand ifairness iat iSanto iYosep Delitua 

Parish ihas inot ibeen ifully iseen ibecause ithey iare istill iunable ito ibe ifair iand iunable ito 

control ithemselves. i  Based ion ithe iresearch iresults, ithe iadvice ithat ican ibe igiven iis ithat 

parents ineed ito iadopt ia irational iand iresponsible iattitude, icreate iwarm iand iunderstanding 

communication, itake ian iobjective iand iassertive iapproach, iand ihave irealistic iand iflexible 

communication. iIt iis inecessary ito ifocus ion icultivating ithe ichild's iconfidence iand iself-

confidence. iBy iapplying ithis idemocratic iparenting istyle, iit iis ihoped ithat ichildren iwill be 

able ito ioptimally idevelop iempathy, iconscience, iself-control, irespect, ikindness, itolerance, 

and ifairness. 
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