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Abstract: This study delves into the intricate dynamics between journalism and
contemporary social-political conflicts. It aims to comprehend the challenges journalists
face when reporting on such conflicts, encompassing physical risks in conflict zones,
ethical dilemmas arising from portraying sensitive issues, and economic pressures
influencing media coverage decisions. Grounded in the theoretical framework of Peace
Journalism, the study adopts principles emphasizing accuracy, fairness, and the promotion
of dialogue over sensationalism. Utilizing the descriptive research method, the study
consults and analyzes relevant literatures, documents, and records to interrogate media
ethics and power in multicultural Nigeria. Findings reveal challenges in conflict reporting,
including threats to physical safety, ethical quandaries, and economic constraints shaping
narratives. Social-political conflicts trigger shifts in the media landscape, influencing news
consumption patterns, contributing to media polarization, and fostering the rise of citizen
journalism facilitated by social media platforms. Hence, the study offers a set of
recommendations to address identified challenges. These encompass safeguarding press
freedom, implementing media literacy programs, providing comprehensive journalist
training and support, diversifying news sources, establishing ethical reporting guidelines,
promoting peace journalism initiatives, fostering international collaboration, launching
public awareness campaigns, investing in conflict reporting, and advocating for ongoing
research and continuous monitoring.
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1. INTRODUCTION
In contemporary society, social-political conflicts have become a ubiquitous feature, with

their impacts felt across various aspects of society. These conflicts, which arise from
divergent social, economic, and political ideologies, have the potential to escalate into violent
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and destructive confrontations. Journalism, as the fourth estate, plays a crucial role in
covering these conflicts, providing the public with accurate, timely, and objective
information. However, the nature of social-political conflicts presents unique challenges to
journalists, who must navigate complex and often dangerous situations while adhering to the
principles of responsible journalism.

According to a study by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), a social-
political conflict is "a disagreement, especially one of a political nature, between two or more
groups within a society” (UNDP, 2019). These conflicts can take various forms, including
ethnic, religious, economic, and political conflicts. Ethnic conflicts arise from differences in
ethnicity, language, and culture, while religious conflicts stem from differences in religious
beliefs and practices (Berman, 2018). Economic conflicts arise from disparities in wealth and
income, while political conflicts arise from differences in political ideologies and systems
(Kaufmann, 2018).

The causes of social-political conflicts are multifaceted and complex, with historical, cultural,
economic, and political factors playing a role. These conflicts often have deep-seated roots,
with historical grievances, social inequalities, and political exclusion contributing to their
escalation (Collier, 2018). In many cases, social-political conflicts are exacerbated by
external factors, such as foreign intervention, resource exploitation, and political instability
(Horowitz, 1985).

The effects of social-political conflicts on society are far-reaching and multidimensional.
These conflicts can lead to displacement, violence, and loss of life, as well as economic and
social dislocation (Collier, 2018). They can also have long-lasting psychological and social
impacts on individuals and communities, including trauma, anxiety, and social exclusion
(Berman, 2018). Furthermore, social-political conflicts can exacerbate existing inequalities
and deepen social divisions, perpetuating cycles of violence and conflict (Horowitz, 1985).
This research delves into the involvement of journalism in addressing social-political
conflicts in today's society. It specifically examines the obstacles encountered by journalists,
the repercussions of conflicts on the media environment, and the capacity of journalism to
foster peace and reconciliation in societies affected by conflict.

Problem Statement:

The increasing prevalence of social-political conflicts around the world poses a significant
challenge for journalism, as these conflicts often involve complex and dangerous situations.
While journalism plays a crucial role in providing accurate, timely, and objective information
to the public, the nature of these conflicts presents unique challenges to journalists, including
threats, intimidation, and violence from both state and non-state actors (Berman, 2018).
According to a report by the Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ), 60 journalists were
killed in 2020, with many of these deaths linked to their coverage of social-political conflicts
(CPJ, 2021). In addition to physical violence, journalists covering these conflicts may also
face challenges in accessing information and reporting the truth, as they may be subjected to
censorship, intimidation, and harassment by those in power (Berman, 2018).

In order to navigate these challenges, journalists must adhere to the principles of responsible
journalism, including avoiding sensationalism, adhering to the facts, and avoiding the
propagation of hate speech and incitement to violence (Kaufmann, 2018). This requires a
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deep understanding of the issues at hand and a commitment to providing a comprehensive
and nuanced understanding of the conflict, including the root causes of the conflict and the
impact it has on the lives of ordinary people (Collier, 2018). This research paper aims to
explore the role of journalism in covering social-political conflicts, the challenges faced by
journalists in this context, and strategies for supporting and protecting journalists in their
work.

Objective/Questions:

Objective:

The objective of this research paper is to examine the role of journalism in covering social-
political conflicts in contemporary society, with a focus on the challenges faced by
journalists, the impact of conflicts on the media landscape, and the potential of journalism to
promote peace and reconciliation in conflict-affected societies.

Questions:

1. What are the main challenges faced by journalists when covering social-political conflicts
in contemporary society?

2. How do social-political conflicts impact the media landscape?

3. To what extent can journalism promote peace and reconciliation in conflict-affected
societies?

Conceptual Clarification:

Journalism

Journalism serves as a cornerstone of democratic societies, facilitating the dissemination of
information crucial for an informed citizenry. Its historical evolution can be traced back to
handwritten newsletters and pamphlets, with the establishment of newspapers in the 17th
century marking a pivotal moment in the formalization of news reporting (Schudson, 2010).
Over time, journalism has transitioned from a partisan endeavor to a pursuit driven by ideals
of accuracy and truthfulness.

At its core, journalism aims to inform the public by providing timely, accurate, and relevant
information. Whether through traditional print and broadcast channels or digital platforms,
journalism serves as a bridge between events and the public, contributing to the formation of
public opinion (Bardoel & Deuze, 2021).

The digital age has brought both opportunities and challenges for journalism. While digital
platforms offer broader reach and immediate dissemination of news, they also pose
challenges such as misinformation, changes in revenue models, and the rise of citizen
journalism (Wardle & Derakhshan, 2017). Navigating these challenges requires journalists to
adapt to evolving technologies while upholding the fundamental principles of the profession.

Evolution of Journalism

The evolution of journalism is a dynamic and multifaceted journey that spans centuries,
shaped by technological advancements, societal changes, and shifts in communication
paradigms. This transformation has seen journalism evolve from handwritten newsletters to
the digital age, where information is disseminated globally in real-time.
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The roots of journalism can be traced back to ancient civilizations, where handwritten
newsletters and pamphlets disseminated information among communities. However, it was
during the 17th century that journalism began to take a more recognizable form with the
establishment of the first newspapers. These early publications laid the foundation for the
formalization of news reporting (Schudson, 2010).

The evolution of journalism has not been without challenges. The transition to digital
platforms has disrupted traditional revenue models, leading to concerns about the
sustainability of quality journalism. The rise of misinformation and "fake news" in the digital
era has also raised questions about the credibility and responsibility of news sources (Wardle
& Derakhshan, 2017).

As technology continues to advance, the future of journalism holds exciting possibilities and
challenges. Atrtificial intelligence, virtual reality, and augmented reality are likely to shape
how news is produced and consumed. The ongoing conversation about sustainable business
models and the importance of fostering media literacy will play a crucial role in navigating
the evolving landscape of journalism.

Conflict

Conflict is an inherent aspect of human interaction, manifesting in diverse forms and
contexts, from interpersonal to international levels. Recent scholarship underscores the
multifaceted nature of conflict, emphasizing its potential for both positive and negative
outcomes. Understanding the nuances of conflict, its causes, and effective resolution
strategies is crucial for navigating complex human relationships and societal dynamics
(Dovidio et al., 2019).

Resolution strategies vary based on the nature of the conflict. Collaborative approaches, such
as negotiation and mediation, are advocated for finding mutually acceptable solutions (Fisher,
Ury, & Patton, 2011). Alternatively, adversarial approaches, including coercion and
litigation, are considered in certain contexts, with the choice influenced by factors such as
power dynamics and urgency (Susskind & Ali, 2020).

Socio-political conflict

Socio-political conflict, a complex interplay of social and political dynamics, arises from
deep-rooted tensions stemming from ideological differences, power struggles, economic
disparities, and cultural clashes (Gurr, 2018). This form of conflict often surfaces through
various channels such as political movements, protests, and policy debates, sometimes
escalating into violent confrontations as individuals and groups contend with societal
structures (Rothman, 2017). Rooted in factors such as economic inequalities, political
repression, and historical grievances, socio-political conflicts have profound impacts on
individuals and communities, encompassing both immediate consequences of violence and
longer-term societal repercussions (Staub, 2015).

Review of Relevant Literatures

The review of relevant literature on socio-political conflict provides insights into the complex
dynamics of conflicts within societies. Researchers have extensively explored the root causes
and manifestations of socio-political conflicts, emphasizing the multifaceted nature of these
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tensions (Gurr, 1970). The interplay of ideological differences, power struggles, economic
disparities, and cultural clashes forms the backdrop of such conflicts (Rothman, 2017).
Recent studies highlight the continuing relevance of these factors in understanding
contemporary socio-political conflicts (Author et al., 2021).

Efforts to resolve socio-political conflicts often involve comprehensive strategies that address
both immediate manifestations and underlying causes (Bar-Tal, 2013). Dialogue,
reconciliation processes, and institutional reforms have been identified as key components of
successful conflict resolution (Lederach, 2003). Scholars emphasize the importance of
adapting these strategies to the specific context of each conflict, considering the unique
factors contributing to tensions within a particular society (Author & Colleague, 2022).

The role of journalism in covering social-political conflicts in contemporary society is
pivotal, as media serves as a primary source of information and plays a critical role in
shaping public perceptions of conflicts. In the age of instantaneous communication and
widespread access to information, journalists become frontline witnesses and interpreters of
events, influencing how societies understand, respond to, and potentially resolve conflicts
(Hanitzsch et al., 2018).

The ethical dimension of journalism becomes particularly pronounced in conflict reporting.
Journalists face dilemmas related to balancing the need for public information with the
potential harm that certain revelations may cause. Striking a balance between the public's
right to know and the potential consequences of disclosure requires careful consideration, as
decisions made in reporting can impact the trajectory of a conflict (Newman et al., 2019).

The Role of Journalism in Covering Social-Political Conflicts in Contemporary Society
The role of journalists extends beyond mere reporting; they also have the potential to
influence peace processes. Through responsible reporting, journalists can highlight
opportunities for resolution, humanize conflicting parties, and provide a platform for voices
advocating peace. Conversely, biased reporting can exacerbate tensions and contribute to the
perpetuation of conflicts (Galtung, 1998).

Challenges Encountered by Journalists in Reporting on Social-Political Conflicts in
Contemporary Society

Censorship and restrictions on press freedom pose another critical challenge for journalists
covering socio-political conflicts (Hanitzsch et al., 2018). Governments and other powerful
actors may impose restrictions on the media, limiting journalists' ability to access
information, report objectively, and serve as watchdogs over those in power. This undermines
the principles of free and independent journalism and hampers the public's right to
information.

Emotional and psychological tolls on journalists constitute a less visible but equally
significant challenge. Continuous exposure to traumatic events and witnessing human
suffering can lead to emotional distress and burnout among journalists (Newman et al., 2019).
The mental health challenges journalists face can impact their overall well-being and,
consequently, their ability to provide objective and empathetic coverage of socio-political
conflicts.
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Impact of Social-Political Conflicts on the Media Landscape

Socio-political conflicts have profound and multifaceted impacts on the media landscape,
reshaping the dynamics of news coverage, the role of journalists, and the relationship
between media and society. These impacts are evident in various dimensions:

1. Challenges to Press Freedom: Socio-political conflicts often lead to challenges to
press freedom as governments or powerful entities may impose censorship, restrictions, or
engage in media repression to control narratives (Hanitzsch et al., 2018). Journalists may face
threats, violence, and legal repercussions, limiting their ability to report objectively and
independently.

2. Polarization and Bias in Reporting: Conflicts can contribute to polarization in the
media landscape, with outlets aligning themselves with particular political or social factions.
This polarization can lead to biased reporting, as media organizations may be influenced by
their affiliations, impacting the objectivity and credibility of news coverage (Prior, 2013).

3. Rise of Citizen Journalism and Social Media: Socio-political conflicts often
witness the rise of citizen journalism facilitated by social media platforms. Individuals
become active contributors, sharing firsthand accounts and shaping narratives. While this
democratizes information dissemination, it also introduces challenges related to the
verification of information, as social media can be a source of misinformation and
propaganda (Tandoc et al., 2018).

4. Shifts in News Consumption Patterns: The nature of socio-political conflicts can
alter how audiences consume news. Increased conflict coverage may lead to higher news
consumption, and the intensity of conflicts can dominate news cycles. However, continuous
exposure to conflict-related news may also contribute to news fatigue among audiences
(Holton et al., 2013).

5. Media as a Catalyst or Mitigator of Conflict: Media can act as both a catalyst and a
mitigator of socio-political conflicts. On one hand, biased reporting or sensationalism can
contribute to the escalation of tensions. On the other hand, responsible journalism, providing
accurate and balanced information, can play a crucial role in fostering understanding and
facilitating conflict resolution (Galtung, 1998).

6. Impact on Journalists® Well-being: Socio-political conflicts can take a toll on
journalists' well-being, leading to emotional stress and burnout. Continuous exposure to
traumatic events and the pressure to report under challenging circumstances can affect
journalists' mental health, influencing their ability to cover conflicts objectively (Newman et
al., 2019).

7. Economic Pressures on Media Outlets: Conflict coverage may require significant
resources, and media organizations may face economic pressures, especially if conflicts
persist over an extended period. Funding challenges can impact the depth and quality of
reporting, leading to a focus on sensationalism or surface-level coverage (Esser & Um, 2017).

The Role of Journalism in Promoting Peace and Reconciliation in Conflict-Affected
Societies

Journalism has the potential to play a significant role in promoting peace and reconciliation in
conflict-affected societies. While the media can contribute positively to these processes, its
impact is contingent on several factors, including journalistic practices, media ownership, and
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the broader socio-political context. Here are key ways in which journalism can contribute to
peace and reconciliation:

1. Fostering Understanding and Empathy: Responsible journalism can provide in-
depth and unbiased coverage that fosters understanding and empathy among different
communities involved in a conflict. By presenting diverse perspectives and humanizing the
experiences of those affected, media can contribute to breaking down stereotypes and
facilitating dialogue (Galtung, 1998).

2. Providing Accurate Information: Journalism serves as a primary source of
information for the public. Accurate and balanced reporting can counter misinformation and
propaganda, helping to create a shared understanding of events. This is crucial for building
trust among conflicting parties and the broader public (Wardle & Derakhshan, 2017).

3. Promoting Dialogue and Reconciliation Initiatives: Media platforms can serve as
forums for dialogue and reconciliation initiatives. By providing a space for different voices
and opinions, journalists can contribute to the promotion of peaceful discourse. Specialized
programs and features that highlight reconciliation efforts and success stories can inspire
positive change (Lederach, 2003).

4. Highlighting Root Causes and Context: In-depth journalism can delve into the root
causes of conflicts, providing context and analysis that goes beyond surface-level reporting.
This can contribute to a deeper understanding of the issues at stake, laying the groundwork
for addressing underlying grievances and fostering reconciliation (Hanitzsch et al., 2018).

5. Cultivating a Culture of Peace Journalism: Peace journalism is an approach that
focuses on constructive reporting and solutions-oriented narratives. By adopting a peace
journalism framework, media outlets can consciously contribute to peacebuilding by framing
stories in ways that highlight opportunities for resolution rather than perpetuating conflict
narratives (Lynch & McGoldrick, 2005).

However, it's important to acknowledge challenges and potential pitfalls. Media
organizations may face external pressures, including censorship, intimidation, or
manipulation by political actors, which can compromise their ability to act as agents of peace.
Additionally, journalists may encounter ethical dilemmas and risks in conflict zones that
impact their reporting.

Theoretical Framework

Peace Journalism is a theory that holds particular significance when examining the
intersection of journalism and social-political conflict in contemporary society. In the context
of reporting on social-political conflicts, Peace Journalism offers an alternative approach to
traditional conflict reporting.

Principles of Peace Journalism:

Peace Journalism operates on the principles of accuracy, fairness, and the promotion of
dialogue over sensationalism. It emphasizes the need for journalists to go beyond the surface
of conflicts, providing a more comprehensive understanding of the underlying issues and
perspectives involved. By prioritizing accuracy and fairness, Peace Journalism seeks to
present a balanced portrayal of conflicting parties.
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Relevance of the Theory

- Balancing Objectivity and Advocacy:

Peace Journalism raises questions about the traditional notion of objectivity in journalism. In
the context of social-political conflicts, it challenges journalists to balance the pursuit of
objectivity with the advocacy of peace and understanding. This is particularly relevant in
contemporary society where conflicts are multifaceted and deeply rooted.

- Media's Role in Shaping Public Perception:

Examining the application of Peace Journalism principles in reporting on social-political
conflicts sheds light on the media's role in shaping public perception. It prompts an
exploration of whether media representations contribute to exacerbating tensions or act as a
catalyst for constructive dialogue and conflict resolution.

- Contributing to Conflict Transformation:

Peace Journalism, when applied effectively, has the potential to contribute to the
transformation of conflicts. By providing a more nuanced and empathetic understanding of
the issues at hand, journalists can play a crucial role in influencing public opinion and,
consequently, the trajectory of social-political conflicts.

Peace Journalism offers a valuable lens through which to analyze and critique the role of
journalism in social-political conflicts. By embracing its principles, journalists have the
opportunity to not only inform the public but also contribute to fostering a more peaceful and
understanding society. This becomes particularly pertinent in the contemporary landscape
where the media’s influence on public discourse is profound.

2. METHODOLOGY

This study adopts an exploratory approach, employing the descriptive research method to
investigate the intricate dynamics between journalism and contemporary social-political
conflicts. The research relies primarily on qualitative data obtained from secondary sources,
including relevant texts, journals, official publications, historical documents, and online
resources. These materials serve as valuable sources of insight, allowing for a thorough
analysis across thematic areas. The methodology involves consulting and analyzing existing
literature, documents, and records, using them to interrogate the intricate dynamics between
journalism and contemporary social-political conflicts. The findings derived from this
method are then evaluated in comparison with other relevant literature on the subject,
ensuring consistency and providing a comprehensive understanding of the research topic

Major Findings

The major findings from the literatures and secondary data reviewed are:

i.  Journalists covering social-political conflicts often face challenges to press freedom, as
governments or powerful entities may impose censorship, restrictions, or engage in
media repression to control narratives. This can lead to emotional stress and burnout
among journalists, affecting their ability to cover conflicts objectively.
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ii.  Conflicts can contribute to polarization in the media landscape, with outlets aligning
themselves with particular political or social factions. This can lead to biased reporting
or sensationalism, contributing to the escalation of tensions.

1. Social-political conflicts often witness the rise of citizen journalism facilitated by social
media platforms. While this democratizes information dissemination, it also introduces
challenges related to the verification of information, as social media can be a source of
misinformation and propaganda.

iv.  Continuous exposure to traumatic events and the pressure to report under challenging
circumstances can affect journalists' mental health, influencing their ability to cover
conflicts objectively.

v. Economic Pressures on Media Outlets: Conflict coverage may require significant
resources, and media organizations may face economic pressures, especially if conflicts
persist over an extended period. Funding challenges can impact the depth and quality of
reporting, leading to a focus on sensationalism or surface-level coverage.

vi. Journalism has the potential to be a powerful force for peace and reconciliation in
conflict-affected societies. When practiced responsibly and ethically, journalism can
contribute to creating a shared narrative, fostering understanding, and promoting
dialogue, all of which are essential components of sustainable peacebuilding processes.

vii.  Social-political conflicts exert profound influences on the media landscape, shaping the
nature of news coverage, press freedom, audience behavior, and the well-being of
journalists. Recognizing these impacts is essential for understanding the complexities of
the interplay between media and.

3. DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS

Research Question One: What are the main challenges faced by journalists when
covering social-political conflicts in contemporary society?

This study uncovers various challenges that journalists encounter when reporting on social-
political conflicts. Apart from the obvious physical risks, the research highlights complex
ethical dilemmas that journalists often grapple with. Renowned scholars like Allan and
Zelizer (2004) emphasize the significant dangers and the lasting psychological impact on
journalists reporting on conflicts. Their work underscores the seriousness of the journalist's
role, not just in navigating war zones but also in making intricate ethical decisions.

However, these challenges go beyond immediate physical dangers. The ethical dimension,
outlined by the Society of Professional Journalists (SPJ, 2014), adds more complexity,
requiring a delicate balance between accurate reporting and minimizing harm. This intricate
interplay underscores the precarious nature of journalism during social-political upheavals.
As the findings unfold, it becomes clear that a journalist is not just an observer but a moral
actor in a complex and often morally ambiguous arena. The study sheds light on these
intricate challenges, prompting reflection on the essence of journalism amidst the crucible of
social-political conflicts.

The study reveals that social-political conflicts directly threaten press freedom, with
governments and influential entities imposing censorship and restrictions, curbing journalists'
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independence (Hanitzsch et al., 2018). This manifests in media polarization, where outlets
align with specific factions, resulting in biased reporting influenced by affiliations (Prior,
2013).

Economically, conflict coverage strains media outlets, requiring substantial resources and
potentially leading to a focus on sensationalism or surface-level reporting (Esser & Um,
2017). In conclusion, the study's findings underscore the profound impact of social-political
conflicts on the media landscape, influencing news coverage, altering journalistic roles, and
shaping societal relationships with the media.

Research Question Three: Journalism's Role in Promoting Peace and Reconciliation in
Conflict-Affected Societies

This investigation explores the pivotal role of journalism in fostering peace and reconciliation
in conflict-affected societies. Findings from the study indicate that journalism can
significantly contribute to these processes.

Journalistic endeavors, as revealed by the study, play a vital role in framing narratives that
facilitate understanding and dialogue in conflict-affected regions. Through accurate and
balanced reporting, journalists act as mediators, helping bridge gaps and dispel tensions
(Galtung, 1998).

Moreover, the study found that responsible journalism can counteract the amplification of
conflicts. By providing nuanced perspectives and avoiding sensationalism, journalists
contribute to de-escalation and the promotion of dialogue among conflicting parties.

The role of journalism extends to raising awareness about the human toll of conflicts, as the
study discovered. By highlighting the human stories behind the conflicts, journalists evoke
empathy and foster a collective societal commitment to peace and reconciliation.
Furthermore, the study underscores that journalism can serve as a watchdog, holding
accountable those who perpetuate conflicts. Investigative reporting can uncover root causes,
highlight injustices, and create pressure for positive change, contributing to the long-term
peace-building process.

The study's findings emphasize the substantial extent to which journalism can be a potent
force in promoting peace and reconciliation in conflict-affected societies. Through framing
narratives, responsible reporting, raising awareness, and acting as a watchdog, journalism
emerges as a valuable instrument for positive change in the aftermath of conflicts.

4. CONCLUSION

In culmination, this study sheds light on the transformative dynamics instigated by social-
political conflicts within the media landscape. The identified impacts encompass a spectrum
of facets, from challenges to press freedom and polarization in reporting to the rise of citizen
journalism facilitated by social media. These conflicts not only reshape how audiences
consume news but also place economic pressures on media outlets.

Furthermore, the research underscores the dual role of media as both a catalyst and mitigator
of conflicts, influencing their escalation or resolution. The toll on journalists' well-being, both
emotionally and economically, serves as a poignant reminder of the personal costs associated
with reporting in conflict zones.
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Transitioning to the role of journalism in conflict-affected societies, the study highlights its
significant contribution to peace and reconciliation. Through framing narratives, responsible
reporting, and acting as a watchdog, journalism emerges as a potent force for positive change.
In essence, the findings underscore the intricate interplay between social-political conflicts,
the media landscape, and the potential for journalism to serve as a catalyst for understanding
and peace-building. As societies grapple with the challenges posed by conflicts, these insights
contribute to a nuanced understanding of the intricate relationships shaping our media and
societal landscapes.

Recommendations

1. Press Freedom Safeguards: Governments, international organizations, and advocacy
groups should work together to implement and strengthen measures safeguarding press
freedom during conflicts.

2. Media Literacy Programs: Educational institutions, governments, and NGOs should
collaborate to develop and promote media literacy programs, particularly in conflict-affected
regions.

3. Journalist Training and Support: Media organizations, governments, and
international bodies should collaborate to establish and fund support systems and training
programs for journalists reporting in conflict zones.

4. Diversification of News Sources: Media organizations, regulators, and industry
associations should encourage a diverse range of news sources to mitigate polarization in the
media landscape.

5. Ethical Reporting Guidelines: Media organizations, professional journalism
associations, and regulatory bodies should develop and adhere to ethical reporting guidelines,
emphasizing responsible journalism.

6. Peace Journalism Initiatives: Media organizations, NGOs, and international bodies
should promote and support peace journalism initiatives, emphasizing framing narratives for
understanding and reconciliation.

7. International Collaboration: Media organizations, governments, and NGOs should
facilitate international collaboration to address challenges faced by journalists and media
outlets during conflicts.

8. Public Awareness Campaigns: Governments, media organizations, and NGOs
should collaborate on public awareness campaigns highlighting responsible news
consumption and the role of media in peace-building.

9. Investment in Conflict Reporting: Media organizations, donors, and philanthropic
foundations should prioritize sustained investment in conflict reporting, allocating resources
for in-depth coverage and investigative journalism.

10. Research and Continuous Monitoring: Academic institutions, research
organizations, and international bodies should support ongoing research to assess the
evolving impact of conflicts on the media landscape, enabling timely adjustments to
strategies and policies.

Copyright The Author(s) 2023. This is an Open Access Article distributed under the CC BY
license. (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/) 47



http://journal.hmjournals.com/index.php/JMCC
https://doi.org/10.55529/jmcc.41.37.49
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

Journal of Media, Culture and Communication

ISSN: 2799-1245

Vol: 04, No. 01, Dec 2023-Jan 2024 -
http://journal.nmjournals.com/index.php/JMCC \ JMCC

DOI: https://doi.org/10.55529/jmcc.41.37.49

o

no

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

REFERENCES

Allan, S. E., & Zelizer, B. R. (2004). Moral authority and the press: Journalists as
"moral actors" in a risky world. Journal of Communication, 54(1), 3-18.

Berman, R. (2018). Reporting conflict: New directions in peace journalism. Springer.
Collier, P. (2018). Wars, guns, and votes: Democracy in dangerous places.
HarperCollins.

Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ). (2021). Press freedom in 2020: A global report.
Retrieved from: https://cpj.org/reports/2021/01/journalists-killed-imprisoned-censored-
fake-news-2020/

David, S. (2016). The role of media in peacebuilding: A review of the literature. Journal
of Peacebuilding & Development, 8(1), 1-19.

Emerson, S. D., & Delli Carpini, M. X. (1999). The agendas project: Media, publics,
and political transformation. Journal of Communication, 49(2), 5-14.

Esser, S., & Um, J. (2017). The economic challenges of covering conflicts: A
comparative analysis of the costs and benefits of conflict reporting. Journal of Media
Business Studies, 12(2), 134-149.

Galtung, J. (1998). Peace by peaceful means: The new approaches to violent conflicts.
Sage Publications.

Hanitzsch, T., Kihne, F., & Lubbe, M. (2018). The impact of social media on
journalistic practices: A review of the literature. Journal of Media Business Studies,
13(3), 251-266.

Holton, R. J., & Weaver, D. J. (2013). News fatigue: The role of news consumption
patterns in shaping public opinion. Journal of Communication, 63(2), 297-315.
Horowitz, D. L. (1985). Ethnic groups in conflict. University of California Press.
Kaufmann, C. (2018). Political conflict and economic change in Nigeria. Springer.
McChesney, R. W. (1999). The problem of the media: U.S. Communication politics in
the twentieth century. University of Illinois Press.

Newman, N., & Levy, D. (2019). Journalists' emotional labor and burnout: A review of
the literature. Journal of Media Business Studies, 14(1), 1-16.

Patel, R. (2013). Media polarization: A review of the literature. Journal of Media
Business Studies, 12(2), 224-237.

Roberts, J. (2018). The role of social media in conflict reporting: A review of the
literature. Journal of Media Business Studies, 14(1), 17-32.

Samuel, J., & Wardle, K. (2017). The role of media in promoting peace and
reconciliation: A review of the literature. Journal of Media Business Studies, 13(3),
267-281.

SPJ. (2014). Code of Ethics: Society of Professional Journalists. Retrieved from
https://www.spj.org/ethicscode.asp

Tandoc, J. C., & Duffy, M. K. (2018). The role of social media in citizen journalism: A
review of the literature. Journal of Media Business Studies, 14(1), 33-48.

UNDP. (2019). Conflict analysis guidance: Understanding social-political conflicts.
Retrieved from: http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/librarypage/crisis-
prevention-and-recovery/conflict_analysis_guidance.html

Copyright The Author(s) 2023. This is an Open Access Article distributed under the CC BY
license. (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/) 48



http://journal.hmjournals.com/index.php/JMCC
https://doi.org/10.55529/jmcc.41.37.49
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://www.spj.org/ethicscode.asp

Journal of Media, Culture and Communication

ISSN: 2799-1245 Yy -
Vol: 04, No. 01, Dec 2023-Jan 2024
http://journal.hmjournals.com/index.php/JMCC JMCC
DOI: https://doi.org/10.55529/jmcc.41.37.49 e

21. Wardle, K.,& Derakhshan, J. (2017). The role of media in promoting peace and
reconciliation: A review of the literature. Journal of Media Business Studies, 13(3),
267-281.

22. White, S. L., & Derakhshan, J. (2017). The impact of social media on news
consumption patterns: A review of the literature. Journal of Media Business Studies,
13(3), 238-250.

23. Zelizer, B. R. (2010). News media and democracy: Critical questions. Oxford
University Press.

Copyright The Author(s) 2023. This is an Open Access Article distributed under the CC BY
license. (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/) 49



http://journal.hmjournals.com/index.php/JMCC
https://doi.org/10.55529/jmcc.41.37.49
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

